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What is Mis and Disinformation
Misinformation/ Disinformation is made-up stuff, masterfully
manipulated to look like credible journalistic reports that are easily
spread online to large audiences willing to believe the fictions and
spread the word.“
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Disinformation: The Undetectable Weapon Breaking
Society Apart
• Disinformation is information that is deliberately created to deceive people,
which is different from “misleading information.”
– false information deliberately and often covertly spread (as by the planting of

•

rumors) in order to influence public opinion or obscure the truth
– disinformation is distributed with the specific purpose of misleading the public.
The false information is meant to impact society by swaying the opinions of the
members of the audience.
The strategic use of disinformation can be traced back to the Soviet Union in
the 1920s, where it was known as dezinformatsiya. It is generally accepted that
the Soviet Union pioneered the deliberate use of false information as a weapon
of influence in the 1920s.
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Disinformation: The Undetectable Weapon Breaking
Society Apart
• Disinformation has remained relatively obscure for decades and was used
mainly by military or intelligence professionals, not the general public, until the
1950s.
• Disinformation was first used in the 1950s, referring to Cold War disinformation
campaigns by rivalry powers.
– in recent years, the disinformation has become especially associated with the

spread of "fake news" on social media as a strategy of negative political
campaigning.
– social media has exacerbated the impact of disinformation campaigns with
many fake news.
– The government used disinformation to gain support for the policy
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What Information are Considered Disinformation?
▪ Malicious content such as hoaxes, spearphishing and computational
propaganda. Its main effects raise fear and suspicion among the general
population.
▪ A campaign, plan, or agenda that may take advantage of well-established
facts while tweaking details, omitting context, blending falsehoods, or
distorting circumstances.
▪ Reconfigured existing information on social media for content that was
wholly fabricated, combining both accurate and inaccurate information
▪ Fabricated content - false content
▪ Manipulated content - distortion of genuine information or imagery, for
example a headline that is made more sensationalist, often popularized by
‘clickbait’

What Information are Considered Disinformation?
• Imposter content - impersonation of genuine sources, for example by using
the branding of an established news agency.

• Misleading content - misleading use of information, for example by
presenting comment as fact.
• False context of connection - factually accurate content that is shared with
false contextual information, for example when a headline of an article
does not reflect the content.

Misinformation: What is it?
• Misinformation is false or inaccurate information
– Someone can spread misinformation innocently by saying or writing things that

are untrue while believing them to be true
– Information conveyed as credible but later amended can affect people's
memory and reasoning after retraction
– Misinformation differs from concepts like rumors because misinformation it is
inaccurate information that has previously been disproved
• As noted by research, the factors that lead to recognizing misinformation is the
amount of education a person has and the information literacy they have. This
means if a person has more knowledge in the subject being investigated, or are
familiar with the process of how the information is researched and presented,
then they are more likely to identify misinformation.

Measuring Misinformation Related Information
• It can be very difficult to undo the effects of misinformation once individuals
believe it to be true and fact checking can even backfire.
• Attempting to correct the wrongly held belief is difficult because the
misinformation may suit someone's motivational or cognitive reasons.
• It is necessary to correct the misinformation by not only refuting it, but also by
providing accurate information that can also function in the mental model.
• Misinformation on social media spreads quickly in comparison to traditional
media because of the lack of regulation and examination required before
posting.
• Journalists today are criticized for helping to spread false information on these
social platforms, they should be playing a role in curbing the spread of
misinformation on social media through debunking and denying false rumors.
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What Information are Considered Misinformation?
▪ False rumors, or insults and pranks.
▪ News parody or satirical work can become misinformation if it is taken as
serious by the unwary and spread as if it were true.

▪ Satire and parody - presenting humorous but false stores as if they are
true. Although not usually categorized as fake news, this may
unintentionally fool readers.
▪ Journalists often exclude details that would introduce complications or
unresolved issues. This causes some facts to be exaggerated and others to
be diminished.
▪ Reconfigured existing information on social media for content that was
wholly fabricated combining both accurate and inaccurate information
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Different Types of Misinformation
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